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To THE QUEEN. 


MADAM, 


Ir has been the peculiar happineſs of 
the preſent reign, that the fountain of honour 
and power has alſo been the ſource of virtue; that 
whilſt the Greateſt and Meaneſt ſubject might look 
up with confidence to the Throne for reward and 
protection, the Be/? might alſo from thence learn 
example. The very ſevere trial with which your 
MajtsTY has been lately viſited has given an- 
other important leſſon to the world, that the prac- 
tice of piety alone can inſpire true fortitude under 
the moſt diſtreſſing affliction ; whilſt the ſpeedy 
and happy recovery of our SovEREIGN, under 
the ſame gracious diſpenſation of PRovipexce, has 
afforded the moſt heart-felt grateful recompenſe 
for paſt ſufferings, in the unbounded ſympa- 


thizing 


DE DIGAT ION. 


thizing joy of the whole nation. That your 
Majzsrv's wiſhes may be crowned, in ſeeing your 
RovAL ConsoRT reign long, and happily, in the 
hearts of his people, is the avowed prayer of the 
kingdom. That you, Mapam, have ſo gra- 
ciouſly condeſcended to countenance the follow- 
ing publication, is the moſt certain proof that 
you eſteem it the brighteſt ornament of your dia- 
dem to be ready to concur in the leaſt attempt. to 


promote the practice of Religion; whilſt it has 


conferred the higheſt honour, as will ever be moſt 


ſenſibly felt and gratefully acknowledged, on, 


Mapamn, . 


Your MAEST's 


Moſt devoted and faithful 


Humble Servant, 


. WILLIAM HOLCOMBE. 


2 


8 r 
ö * 4 l wad 
a . 8 =” * 


N 
” A 0 


e 


nn 


ble" 8 
. TY £1 5 
FE: ATCA 2 * As 


Wag 2-4, dats * 


2 — 

So - 5x Eats tio = RL. 
ks Ya * * * 5 wor 1 of 40 F : n wx ht * 
* " w 7 1 - 


SE 8 1 * a 3 2 5 
44 9 
* + * 2 0 F _— . 
wo - * 
_- 


2 
2 


1 
af > : 
E, d. 
=_ + 
A 1 5 £ 
*3 % & 
4 7 
8 x 
I. : E. 
2 4 7 
BT * 
8 
> Gy 4 
4. t 
is 4. "4d 
o 7 
2 4 
Pa _ 
by l 95 b 
XJ K : 
73 
9 5 5 
NS, . F 
_ 
. Lt 
l Sx 2 
4 % 
od « | "2 
* 7 


. 
2 = 2 - 2. AM - 
— vs . N . „ 
. T S 6 8 G-44: Iv WP 1 
1 Av * : \ 6 4 A | . * 
— 7 * E - _ 1 4 < 
« . 4 N * * 
„ 
< — 2 4 
ö _ . N _ 


* 
- * _ Inns aw ED 
— Sb * , -_ „ 
A — n F 0 * 


Is ATAH viii. 13, 14. 


Tf thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleaſure of 
my holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, 
honourable, and ſhalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding 
"thine own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own words ; then ſhalt thou 
delight thyſelf in the Lord; and I will cauſe thee to ride upon the high 
Places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father; 
for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. | 


HE appointment of the Sabbath is the firſt inſtance 

of any religious inſtitution, and the firſt act of mercy 

God deſigned his creatures. We read in the beginning of 
the ſecond chapter of the book of Geneſis, that when God 
had finiſhed all the various works of the creation, which, 
in conformity to his moſt gracious deſign, appeared to be 
very good, that he reſted from all his works on the ſeventh 
A day, 


3 


day, which he bleſſed and ſanctified. It ſhould ſeem, there- 
fore, that the holy appropriation of this day was abſolutely 
neceſſary to give life and permanency to all the other bleſſings 
he had then given, or which, in merciful intention, he had 
deſigned for mankind. For to what purpoſe was the earth ſo 
plenteouſly ſtored with the moſt abundant profuſion for our 
uſe and enjoyment, and the heavens diſpoſed in ſuch wonder- 
ful order and majeſty over our heads, had no ſtated ſeaſons 
been aſſigned us to reſt from our neceſſary fatigues and 
labours, to contemplate them, and meditate upon their 
gracious Author with wonder, delight, and gratitude ? 
How could the general purpoſe of any future revelations of 
God's will have been ſecured and anſwered, had not regular 
and certain periods, ſucceeding at no long intervals, been 
determined on, in which the law ſhould be read and ex- 
plained to the bulk of the people, who could have no other 
opportunities of information? 

Id the chapter of Iſaiah now before us, the Prophet 
labours very earneſtly to awaken in the minds of his coun- 
trymen a juſt ſenſe of that religion, to the due obſervance 
of which all the promiſes and bleſſings of God had been 
annexed. He does not reproach them with any formal 
neglect of the ordinances of Moſes, as they had been ſtrict 
and diligent in obſerving the letter of the law: their obla- 
tions, new moons, and Sabbaths, had been punctually 
enough obſerved; but then were ſo far from being ac- 
companied 


* 


3:3 


companied with that purity of intention and reformation 
of heart, the great deſign of all God's ordinances, that they 
were pronounced to be in a ſtate of moſt alarming ſepara- 
tion from heaven, God himſelf having declared 7hezr incenſe 
an abomination, nay, their ſolemn aſſemblies iniquity *, 

To this falſe and hypocritical obſervance of the law, the 
Prophet in the context ſuggeſts, in his uſual ſtyle of ſub- 
limity, the moſt effectual admonitions and inſtructions ; 
and which he concludes with enforcing the due obſervance 
of the Sabbath, as the only ſure baſis on which all other reli- 
gious improvement depended. And in this view my text muſt 
be conſidered in a very important light; as being, if not the 
only, at leaſt the moſt complete, ſcriptural comment we have 
on the fourth commandment; and containing the fulleſt and 
cleareſt inſtructions to preſerve us from the oppoſite ex- 
tremes of ſuperſtition and licentiouſneſs. It appears that, 
at our Saviour's advent, the Jews had carried their preciſe- 
neſs to ſuch a criminal extent, as to reproach even his 
miracles of mercy with being a breach of the Sabbath; 
whilſt the depravity of our own times are continually re- 
minding us, that at no period of revelation, more ſeaſonably 
than the preſent, could the exhortation of the Prophet be 
applied : 

* If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from 
< ding thy pleaſure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath 


* If. i. 13. 
4A 2 © a delight 


TY: 


a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable, and ſhalt 
honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine 
own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own words ; then ſhalt 
thou delight thyſelf in the Lord ; and I will cauſe thee to 
ride upon | the high places of the earth, and feed thee with 
the heritage of d thy father; for the mouth of the 
Lord hath ſpoken it.“ 
Theſe words will naturally fuggeſt to our reflections 
the great importance of the religious obſervance of the Sab- 
bath the proper manner in which it ſhould be kept holy 
the certain bleſſings and advantages that will attend the 
regular performance of this duty—which will conſequently 
lead to a ſuitable, I would my abilities would permit it to 
be an effectual, application to the highly uſeful and honour- 
able intention of this day's ſolemnity. 
1. Had the fear or love of God preſerved its due influ- 
ence on the minds and manners of men, the importance of 
this precept might be ſufficiently refolved into the command 
of God; what God has ſo clearly commanded there can be 
no doubt but man ought to obey. But it has happened 
unfortunately to this, as to the other precepts of the firſt 
table, that though they ſtand far ſuperior in rank and im- 
portance, yet in general are obſerved with leſs care and 
reverence than the commands of the ſecond table; which 
may be in ſome meaſure accounted for from that prevailing 
propenſity in our nature to be influenced more by ſight 
than 
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than by faith; to look more at things temporal than things 
eternal. The fact is, that in the breaches of the ſecond 
table, ſociety, feeling the immediate ſenſe of the injury, has 
ſought its own ſecurity by annexing very ſevere civil pu- 
niſhments to the diſobedience; whilſt the feeble ſanctions 
it affords to the duties of the firſt table expoſe the offender, 
to little other inconveniences than the ſecret reproaches of 
his conſcience, or the diſtant expeRation of a future judg- 
ment. 'The Thief and the Murderer will find himſelf 
ſufficiently reſtrained in his evil intentions by the terrors of 
the magiſtrate; whilſt, by an unhappy defect in the ſyſtem 
of human policy, or the influence of falſe maxims of con- 
duct, the blaſphemer of God, and the contemner of his 
ordinances, are permitted to go on ſecurely in their iniqui- 
ties; nay, to the peculiar diſgrace of the preſent times, the 
name of the bleſſed Jeſus, that very name which ſcripture 
aſſures us 7s above every name; a name to which every Ance 
ſhould bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth, is publicly traduced and vilified, with leſs. 
riſque and hazard than a direct contradiction in public 
company, or the real and faithful deſcription of the. moſt! 
worthleſs and abandoned character. He 
But if ſociety will not repay to Religion the obligations 
it is under to the appointment of the Sabbath, it ſhould in 
policy at leaſt reflet on what is due to its own intereſts; 
Þ Phil. ii. 9, 10. | its 
; Setting 


[61 


Setting aſide therefore, for the preſent, all religious conſi- 
derations of the ſubject, let us think on the great conſe- 
quence it is of to the world, to have ſtated times of reſt 
from care and labour. It is not only a public benefit to 
man, but extends alſo, where mercy ever ſhould extend, 
even to our beaſts, who, as well as their maſters, could not 
long have endured perpetual toil. And, had this matter not 
been decided for us by an authority that cannot be diſputed, 
it might be fairly doubted, whether human policy could have 
conceived ſo proper an allotment of time for this purpoſe ; or, 
if it could, it is evident it would have been wholly deſtitute 
of a ſufficient power to enforce the due obſervance of it.— 
Let us conſider again how much this inſtitution tends to 
humanize and poliſh mankind. For, whatever magnificent 
ideas ſome viſionaries may have entertained of a ſtate of na- 
ture, 1t is evident, from conſtant experience, that 1t is only 
by mixing in ſociety (which cannot exiſt without mutual for- 
bearances and compliances, without every man's ſurrendering 
ſome part of his private will and liberty to accommodate others) 
that the natural ruggedneſs of our tempers can be broken 
down, and poliſhed into habits of gentleneſs and civilization. 
Any inſtitution therefore that tends to unite the lower orders 
of the people, muſt be highly beneficial to the intereſts and 
honour of ſociety. And, in the aſſociations I am now al- 
luding to, there are peculiar circumſtances well worthy 
every praiſe and encouragement. Was it only to aſſemble 
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once a week for a few hours, where cuſtom obliges a cer- 
tain decency and order, this in itſelf is an object of great 


moment to the bulk of mankind, who have no other tutors 


to inſtru, no other ſchools in which they can learn ſuch 
valuable attainments—ſhall we take no account of the 
opportunities ſuch meetings afford of forming acquaint- 
ance and connexions, of expanding the heart by generous 
friendſhip, or improving it by the exerciſes of Chriſtian 
benevolence? Can we think httle even of the outward 
dreſs and appearance which an honeſt pride compels on 
ſuch occaſions? Is it a matter of little moment that the 
lower orders among us ſhould be under a neceſſity, on the 


ſeventh day, of purifying themſelves from the filth of the 


uſeful and laudable employments of the other fix ? He muſt 
be a bad politician, and worſe philoſopher, that has yet to 
learn the intimate connexion. between his body and his 
mind; how much the latter is influenced by. outward ob- 
jets ; how cloſe an alliance there is between foul habits 
and foul defires ; and how ſmall a link divides between god- 
lineſs and cleanlineſs. | 

And it, with reference to ſociety, the inſtitution of the 
Sabbath be of ſuch conſequence, its relation to the views 
of another ſtate riſes above all compariſon and all eſtimate. 
For if we have ſouls to be ſaved, and if their ſalvation de- 
pends on applying the merits of a Redeemer to ourſelves, 


through the indiſpenſable works of repentance and obe- 
6 dience, 


pe} 

dence, what would become of us, had no ſtated times 
been taken from our neceſſary purſuits and natural enjoy- 
ments to think and meditate on theſe important concerns ? 
Let us grant to the world its favourite apology, that there 
is no harm in eating, drinking, laughing, and dancing (and 
can we preciſely*ſcruple to admit what Wiſdom itſelf has 
allowed that to all theſe things there is a ſeaſon © , and that 
they are all good in proper time and proper place ?) yet, if 
we can find nothing elſe to do, if Religion is allowed no 
moments to plead her demands, what proviſion, amidſt 
ſuch perpetual gratification of the ſenſes, are we making 
for the other and better country? How are we preparing 
ourſelves for that awful ſituation in which every ſenſualiſt 
will be one day ſurpriſed—T hou foal, this night is thy ſoul 
required of thee d. 

2. The manner in which the Sabbath ought to be ob- 
ſerved is very fully explained in the words of my text. It 
is not to be a day of worldly labour, we are not to do our 
bn ways ; it is not to be a day of amuſement, we are not 
to find our own pleaſure therein; it is not to be a day of 
idle converſation, we are forbidden to uſe our own words. 
But then, at the ſame time, it is not to be a day of idle- 
neſs, There is a buſineſs, there are pleaſures, that will 
require the whole. We are to delight in keeping it holy « we 


Eccleſ. iii. 4 Luke xii. 20. 
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are to honour the Lord, and to honour his day. And how can 
God be honoured by us but by a regular attendance on his 
public worſhip, which we ſce is not to be interrupted by 
any filly pleas of buſineſs or pleaſure? How is he more 
to be reverenced than by a conſtant attendance on his 
holy ſacrament, where the ſymbols of Chriſt's body and 
blood are offered to us as the certain pledges of our redemp- 
tion, and we renew our obligations to faith and repent- 
ance, the only means by which we can be partakers thereof? 
How is his name, his nature, his will, to be made known 
and revered throughout all the world, but by gathering the 
people together, men and women, and children, and the ſtranger 
that is within our gates, that they may hear, and that they may 
learn and fear the Lord our God, and obſerve to do all the 
words of bis law; and that their children, which have not 
known any thing, may hear and learn, and fear the Lord our 
God, os long as they ſhall live? | 

If ſuch, then, be the importance of reverencing the Sab- 
bath, and ſuch the manner of keeping it holy, where ſhall 
we apply with ſucceſs for the due obſervance of it? Shall 
we call on the rich and powerful ? They have long removed 
themſelves far from inſtruction and reproof, and ſteeled 
their hearts againſt all religious ſolicitations by the con- 
temptuous reply, bat is the Almighty, that wwe ſhould 


* 


* Deut. xxxi. 12 and 13. 
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ſi. 236 Þ 

ſerve bum! Shall we ſolicit the min of buſineſs? he has 1 
bought his yoke of oxen, and muſt go to prove them. He is fo . 
intent on gain, that he crics out with the oppreſſor in Amos, | 
I ben will the new moon be gone, that we may ſell corn; and 

the ſabbath, that we may ſet forth wheat ®? Shall we pre- 

vail on the ſenſualiſt to join us? he has other gods to 

ſerve, his belly and his appetites: he has married a wife, 

and therefore cannot come. Shall we invite the gay and 

youthful ? they are engaged in very different purſuits : 

they are for enjoying the good things that are preſent, and crop- 

ing the flowers of the ſpring before they wither *, Shall we 

hope to make any ſucceſsful proſelytes of the aged? to 

them, alas ! the reproof of the prophet but too aptly applies. 

itſelf: Can the Erhiopian change bis in, or the leopard his 

ſpots ? Then may ye alſo do good that are accuſtomed to do evil \. 

Where then can we addreſs ourſelves, with any reaſonable 

hopes of ſucceſs, but where your inſtitution ſo happily applies 

itſelf, to the children of the riſing generation, where no 

bad habits meet to oppoſe inſtruction, and whoſe docile and 

and retentive diſpoſitions promiſe an abundant harveſt of the 

good ſeed ſown in them? Long experience has taught the 

world, that the only certain method of training up good 


Job xxi. 15. | Luke xiv. 19. 
d Amos viii. 5. | i Luke xiv. 20. 
* Wiſdom ii. 6, 7, 8. I Jer, xiii. 23. 
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men is to commence in making them good children: It is 
as much a maxim of common ſenſe as of inſpiration, Train 
up a child in the way he ſbauld go, and when be ig old he will 
not depart from it V. Beſides, ſhould the pious inſtructions 
of this day be loſt to the hopeful objects of your care, they 


may be loſt to them for ever, as the world and its neceſſary 


occupations will engroſs the whole leiſure of the other ſix, 
Many of them may be friendleſs orphans, who have no 
parents to adviſe or inſtruct them; and in what more god- 
like manner can you exerciſe your benevolence than by 
becoming their better parents; by begetting in them ſuch 
principles as can alone make life deſirable or happy; by 
giving to government many better ſubjects, and by giving 
to Heaven a greater number of inhabitants? Several of 
them may have ignorant parents, ſeveral, wicked parents; 
and, without this kind aſſiſtance, what would be the pro- 
bable conſequence, but that many unprincipled youths 
would periſh under the hands of the executioner, the vic- 
tims of public juſtice ; and many a lovely female, betrayed 
by men, and abandoned by women, might meet an un- 
timely end in our ſtreets or hoſpitals, the miſerable ſubjects 
of want, infamy, and diſeaſe? But, on the other hand, 
who can pretend to limit the extent and happy conſe- 
quences of an early inſtruction and diſcipline in religion? 
Men are brought into the world, more generally than is 


m Prov. XXit. 6. 
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imagined, with a natural equality of talents and abilities. 
It happens to us, as to plants, that it is the different de- 
gree of ſoil and culture that makes ſuch a wonderful differ- 
ence in the fize and habit. Many a man may have ſunk 
down ſilently to his grave, as well formed to figure on the 
great theatre of the world, as Alexander or Cæſar, had they 
been nurtured under the ſame circumſtances of ſeaſon and 
education : and who then can preſume to determine to 
what a mighty tree this grain of muſtard may grow up 
under the bleſſing of Heaven? But, to drop at once all 
magnificent ſpeculations on the ſubject, your preſent excel- 
lent inſtitution cannot fail to raiſe up a great number of 
induſtrious honeſt men, the greateſt bleſſing you can confer 
on your country. 

But it has been objected (and what ſcheme of benevolence 
and public fpirit is to be imagined, to which ignorance, ſelf- 
iſhneſs, and perverſeneſs, will not raiſe objections ?) that 
the education of the lower orders has a direct tendency to 
introduce pride and lazineſs, and to indiſpoſe them from 
filling their proper ſtations with activity and content. The 
objection is inſtantly reſolved by aſking a few plain queſ- 
tions of thoſe very ſagacious theoriſts, who have this apology 
always ready to excuſe their neglect of the moſt important 
duty to ſociety ;—Is there a man among them that would 
truſt in the meaneſt offices of his family concerns, a perſon 


that knows no diſtinction between honeſty and fraud, no 
; difference 
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difference between good and evil, no fear on his mind of a. 
God or a devil? Is it poſſible for a good tree to bring forth 
evil fruit? Can that religion which inſtructs men, on the 
peril of all the hopes of preſent and eternal happineſs, to 
be ſober, to be diligent, to be faithful to their maſters, to be 
no eye-ſervants ", diſqualify them from excelling in the 
lower offices of lite? The ſuppoſition is as impious towards 
God as it is unfriendly to the beſt 1ntereſts of ſociety, and 
is contradicted by plain and conſtant experience. We may 
appeal to a whole neighbouring nation, where education 
being obtained on eaſier terms, the children of the lower 
claſſes are educated with more care and ſeriouſneſs than any 
others, and who yet, by general conſent, have obtained a 
very honourable excellency in the characters of common 
ſoldiers, common ſailors, and menial ſervants: and was it 
neceſſary or pleaſant to purſue the reverſe character, we need 
travel very little further to prove what a fatal difference of 
manners the ignorance of a ſuperſtitious religion occaſions. 
We may grant, indeed, that education, on an extenſive ſcale, 
ſhould be ſuited to the different circumſtances and orders of 
ſociety ; but ſome is indiſpenſable even in the meaneſt. 
Without the capacity of learning the church catechiſm, and 
reading their Bibles (and your inſtitution aims at nothing 
bigher), it is impoſſible to convey to vulgar minds any prin- 
eiples of piety and integrity that can be depended on; and. 


a Eph. vi. 6. 
without 
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without ſuch a ſecurity as this on their hearts, ſo far from 
admitting them into our houſes, and the upper offices of 
domeſtic management, that it would be unſafe to truſt them 
even to keep our ſheep, or feed our ſwine. 

Others have objected, that the buſineſs of teaching and learn- 
ing even religion on the Sabbath-day, is utterly inconſiſtent 
with that notion of reſt which was ſo much inſiſted on in its 
original inſtitution. But this is preciſely the very hypocritical 
language of the Jews in our Saviour's time, whom he moſt 
juſtly and ſeverely reproved from excluding acts of mercy 
from the Sabbath. And what more illuſtrious act of mercy 
can be conceived than that mercy you extend to theſe friend- 
leſs children, to give them an opportunity on this day, 
which they can have on no other, to learn and underſtand 
that they have ſouls as well as bodies to take care of; and, 
by gradually impreſſing on their tender minds the certainty, 
the importance, the happineſs of a future ſtate, reſcuing 
them, by the kindeſt charity, from being ſubjects to the 
devil to become ſervants and children of God? Beſides, 
this argument purſued would conclude equally againſt all 
religious inſtruction whatever, would ſuperſede the labours 
of the whole order of the clergy, and ſpare you the trouble 
of attending on public worſhip. But my text has decided 
this matter beyond all poſſibility of doubt: it fully informs 
us that, ſo far from its being a day of idleneſs, it ought 
to be dedicated to the moſt active exertions of piety and 
religion. 
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religion. We are to honour and delight in it; we are to re- 
move ourſelves from our own thoughts and our own words ; 
and what elſe, then, can we have to think and ſpeak of, 
but the law of our God? And if this is to be the conſtant 
ſubje& of our meditations, are we to confine the holy flame 
within our own boſoms ? Will it not irreſiſtibly break 


forth in pious admonitions and exhortations? Can it ever 


ceale to be a part of every good man's character, what God 
ſo honourably declared of Abraham, I know him, that be will 
command his children, and his houſehold aſter him, and they 
ſhall keep the way of the Lord, to do juſtice and judgment *? 

But philoſophy takes a bolder ſtride, and decides at once 
againſt all youthful inſtruction whatever; proudly preſum- 
ing that diſpoſitions can never be ſo well formed, nor 
underſtandings more fully enlightened, than by pure unaſ- 
ſiſted Nature. But this is paying a compliment to human 
nature it never yet appeared to deſerve, and is deciding at 
once againſt all ſenſe and experience. The meaneſt peaſant 


can tell us that, if the ſoil be not cultivated, weeds will 


ariſe and flouriſh : And, if we will travel into the wilds of 
Africa and America, we ſhall ſoon be convinced what 
hopeful pupils want of inſtruction, and want of civiliza- 
tion will produce. But we have no occaſion to travel fo 
far for proofs: we ſhall in our Bibles, and our own hearts, 
find a much more certain hiſtory of human nature; we 


* Gen, xviii. 19. 


ſhall 
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ſhall find in each of theſe ſuch traces of original infirmity, 
and depraved ſublimity ; ſuch perpetual ſtruggles between 
a mind aſpiring to heaven, and a body and appetites preſſing 
us down to the loweſt regions of guilt and death, as no- 
thing can cure or rectify, but the light conveyed through 
the Goſpel of the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt confirmed and 
ſtrengthened by the grace of God; which bleſſed light it 
is the defign of your preſent inſtitution to extend to the 
meaneſt cottage in the kingdom. 

Indeed it is melancholy to obſerve, with what a perverſe 
induſtry falſe learning and impious philoſophy are now 
propagating through every corner of the kingdom, tenets, 
deſtructive of every ſound principle of Morality and Reli- 
gion. Whatever outcry the Sceptic or Infidel may raiſe 
againſt Habliſo ments; which in every age have afforded a 
ſecure barrier to the unſuſpecting flock of Chriſt, from the 
wiles and ſtratagems of thoſe who were lying in wait to 
devour; it is evident, to all diſpaſſionate/ judges, that the 
&rruptions of learning are now much more to be dreaded 
than all the pretended corruptions of Chriſtianity, Pbilo- 
Jophy has loſt all pretenſion to its title: it was once an 
honourable profeſſion ; it was the love and purſuit of wiſ- 
dom, the diſcovery of ſuch truths as tended to make men 
happier and better: it is now abuſed to unhinge every 
principle of government, and every 1mportant article of the 
Chriſtian faith. — And what, after all, is this mighty love 

— | _ 
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of truth to which we are ſo confidently urged to ſacrifice 
every thing we have been taught to hold ſacred, and precious, 
if it end not in ſome uſeful and valuable diſcovery ? There are 
myſterious truths, there are ſilly truths, there are imperti- 
nent truths, there are impure truths : there are many things 
we cannot comprehend, many not worth our knowing, 
many that would diſgrace us, many that would corrupt us 
to inquire into too minutely ; on the contrary, there are 
harmleſs errors, there are ſafe errors, there are reſpectable 
errors, and there are holy errors. Without examining 
therefore one evidence of Chriſtianity, we may ſecurely 
conclude, that its errors (could we admit any), are more 
comfortable and important than any thing modern philo- 
ſophy can offer in exchange: and, without entering on 
one ſingle argument, we may ſafely content ourſelves, 
that it is much wiſer. and happier even to err with St. 
Paul, than to follow the oppoſite dictates of any modern 
teacher, however highly he may exalt himſelf, with what- 
ever pompous titles he may have been flattered by the 
world, or whatever juſt applauſe he may have gained for 
ſome proficiencies and improvements in other branches of 
knowledge. 

Againſt ſuch poiſon as this, indeed againſt the whole hoſt 
of religious deluſion, you are, my brethren; providing the 
moſt powerful antidote by this day's inſtitution ; as there 
is every good ground of hope that the preſent objects of 

C your 


your care when they come to an age capable of reflecting on, 
and eſtimating the bleſſings you are thus extending to them, 
may gratefully continue to their lateſt years ſteady members 
of that church, which has ſo generouſly and happily pre- 

; ſerved them in their youth and infancy. 
3. As God has not thought fit to reveal to the Jews his 
| full intention of final retribution to the faithful obſervers 
| of his laws, the promiſes annexed in my text to the ob- 
| ſervance of the Sabbath conſiſts, according to the genius of 
| the Jewiſh economy, in temporal bleſſings only—Tbey were 
| 
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to ride on the high places of the earth, and ta be fed with the 
heritage of Jacob their father: and were we to look no fur- 
ther-than the immediate attendant bleſſings, we thould find 
them more than ſufficient to repay your labour, and deter- 
| mine your conſtant ſupport of this day's inſtitution. Can 
, a mote. delighful ſight preſent itſelf to your imagination 
| | than that which you this day behold, of ſuch a number of 
| healthy, hopeful children reſcued by your foſtering care 
from rudeneſs, ignorance, and vice, to decency, knowledge, 

| and virtue? Can a more godlike enjoyment occupy. your 
| hearts than the reflection on the great benefits you are thus 
| extending all over your country? The many and happy conſe- 
quences that have attended this plan where it has been ſome 
time tried, exceed all expectation and belief. The ſtreets are 
| no longer filled with drunken riots and horrid blaſphemies. 
The induſtrious farmer no more obliged to ſtay at home 
| to 


3 
to guard his property againſt infant thieves and puny pil- 
lagers, may leave his houſe in ſafety, to attend the public 
worſhip of God.— Struck with the novelty of the appear- 
ance, the ruſtic villagers throng around to their pariſh 
churches, ſurpriſed and delighted to find ſo intereſting and 
decent a ſpectacle, and that rudeneſs and profligacy can be ſo 
ſoon ſubdued by a little religious diſcipline. —The libertine 
parent, grown grey in vice and ſottiſnneſs, and who never 
before thought of God or goodneſs, is utterly aſtoniſhed at 
the wonderful alteration that has happened to his child : he 
finds his own ſhocking blaſphemies and public exceſſes 
publicly or privately reproved, by the entreaties or better 
example of his own offspring; and how can reproof, fo 
forcibly and irreſiſtibly, meet the hardeſt heart! He is 
naturally curious to inquire how all this has happened : he 
wiſhes his child would communicate to him the inſtruction 
you have conveyed : he deſires the leſſons and prayers may 
be read to him, and, by frequent repetition, he learns them 
inſenſibly himſelf: for the firſt time perhaps in his life he 
opens his mouth in prayer; God, by his aſſiſtant bleſſing, 
opens his heart with grace: He is at length awakened to a 
juſt ſenſe of his fins, and a hearty reformation ſoon ſuc- 
ceeds: his example and authority extend over all the houſe ; 
and thus, by natural and eaſy ſteps, one of the meaneſt 
objects of your care, one of the leaſt of thoſe little ones 
whom your bounty has inſtructed, may become, under the 


SUES bleſſing 


» 30 J 
bleſſing of God, the ſaviour and deliverer of a whole fa- 
mily. | 
> Could any further motive be wanting to determine your 
* conſtancy i in the good work you have begun, I might add 
one more, which is obſerved to have more influence on the 
human mind than any other; I mean the influence of great 
and bright example. And in this labour of your love I 3 
can point out to you ſuch an example as may defy the whole f 
world to equal; I can aſſure you, that the moſt amiable 
Princeſs who ſhares our Monarch's throne, and adorns it 
with every poſſible female virtue, does deſcend from all the 
pride and dignity of her ſtation, to be the Manager and 
Inſpector of a Sunday School, eſtabliſhed under her own 
eye and patronage. Whilſt other ſovereigns are engaged 
in diſtracting their tottering kingdoms with internal factions 
and cabals, or deluging the world with blood, and all the 
ſavage barbarities of war, her chief care and anxiety is to 
exert her whole authority in giving influence to the greateſt 
bleſſing God could beſto on his creatures, the very deſign 
and accompliſhment of our Saviour's appearance amongſt 
. us, that #o the poor the goſpel ſhould be preached v. And from 
ſuch examples what good is not to be expected? What re- 
formation may not yet be hoped, in the midſt of a licen- 
tious generation, from the influences of religion, when 
Kings become its nurſing fathers, and Queens its nurſing mathers  ? 


» Matth. xi. 5. 18. lix, 23. 
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The good work is happily begun, and is increaſing with a 
moſt wonderful ſucceſs. You will hear with pleaſure from 
me, which I can aſſure you of from the beſt *“ authority, 
that in the different parts of -this kingdom there are. not - 
leſs than three hundred thouſand children informed and re- 
formed by this excellent inſtitution, That God ſhould 
proſper his own work, there can be no doubt; and I can 
have none, my brethren, that we fhall feel it our higheſt 
honour and happineſs to be the conſtant promoters of it. 

To you, my little friends, I need not addreſs many 
words on this occaſion. You are now under fo good a plan 
of inſtructions, that all I have to entreat of you is, that you 
would be very conſtant and diligent in attending to them ; 
that you will be very obedient to your teachers, honouring 
and loving them for their care and kindneſs to you ; and 
that, when you have learned to pray, you will offer up your 
little innocent hearts in daily prayer to God for his bleſſing 
on your bounteous benefactors : and ſhould one ſuch Prayer 
aſcend into Heaven, your reward, my brethren, will indeed 
be great and certain; for God himſelf has promiſed, hat 
he who ſhall convert a ſinner from the error of his way, ſhall 


fave a ſoul from death, and ſhall ſave a multitude of ſins b. 


* This information was communicated to me by my wotthy friend, 
RonerT RAK ESs, of Glouceſter, Eſq. who is ſufficiently known and ho- 
noured by being the firſt promoter of Sunday Schools, 


James v. 24. 


THE END. 
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